[Is a 3-month USA sojourn of value for a German university surgeon?].
From 06/02/97 until 08/29/97, I was working at the division of Molecular Medicine at the North Shore University Hospital/Cornell University Medical College in New York on a research project concerning the role of CD14 in a chronic Gram-negative experimental infection model. On the one hand I had to accept three months absence from my family and my own hospital, as well as high travel expenses. On the other hand, I looked forward to important experiences abroad, contacts to international scientists, publication in a highly regarded journal, and last but not least to get to know a breathtaking city.